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1.	 Priority will be given to fully realizing peace, stability and rule of law throughout the Union to safeguard the socioeconomic life of the people. 
2.	 People-centred development work that enhances socioeconomic well-being will be undertaken to ensure the country’s prosperity and food security.
3.	 Processes will further continue to consolidate a genuine, disciplined multiparty democratic system and build a Union based on democracy and federalism. 
4.	 Priority will be accorded to work aligned with the agreements set out in the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement, in order to achieve enduring peace for the entire 

nation.
5.	 Upon accomplishing the provisions of the state of emergency, free and fair multiparty democratic elections will be held in line with the 2008 Constitution, and further 

work will be undertaken to hand over State duties to the winning party in accordance with democratic standards.

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar State Administration Council: Five-Point Road Map
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INSIDE TODAY

CHAIRMAN of the State 
Administration Council 
Prime Minister Sen-

ior General Min Aung Hlaing 
received a delegation led by 
Prosecutor-General Mr Igor 
Krasnov of the Russian Fed-
eration at the Credentials Hall 
of the Office of the SAC Chair-
man in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday 

afternoon.
At the meeting, they cor-

dially exchanged views on the 
promotion of diplomatic rela-
tions between Myanmar and 
Russia, enhancement of coop-
eration in legal affairs, plans of 
Myanmar legal experts to teach 
law subjects in Russia, Rus-
sian legal experts to teach legal 

affairs in Myanmar, plans for 
Myanmar to send trainees to 
learn military laws, conducting 
the Russian language courses 
in Myanmar, the opening of the 
Myanmar language courses in 
Russia, and plans to promote 
cooperation between the two 
countries.

After the meeting, the Sen-

ior General and the Russian 
Prosecutor-General exchanged 
gifts and had documentary pho-
tos taken together with the at-
tendees.

Also present at the meet-
ing together with the Senior 
General were SAC Joint Sec-
retary Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo, Un-
ion Minister for International 

Cooperation U Ko Ko Hlaing 
and Union Minister for Legal 
Affairs and Attorney-General 
of the Union Dr Thida Oo. The 
Russian Prosecutor-General 
was accompanied by Ambassa-
dor of the Russian Federation 
to Myanmar Dr Nikolai Listo-
padov and delegation members. 
— MNA/TTA

SAC Chairman PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
receives delegation led by Prosecutor-General Mr Igor 
Krasnov of Russian Federation

State Administration Council Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives Mr Igor Krasnov, Prosecutor-General of the Russian Federation in Nay Pyi Taw on 22 March 2023.
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Objectives of 78th Anniversary of Armed Forces Day
—	 To serve primary duties of Tatmadaw for successfully safeguarding Our Three Main National Causes, and protecting the State Constitution and 

shielding the genuine disciplined multiparty democratic system
—	 To emphasize agreements in the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) as much as possible for the restoration of the durable and perpetual peace 

across the nation as ceasing of armed conflicts is an actual requirement for realizing the multiparty democratic system
—	 To safeguard the national interest of the State, lives and property of people, and to put a strenuous effort on respective corners in times of natural 

disasters.
—	 To provide the necessary assistance by Tatmadaw for holding a free and fair multiparty democratic general election upon completion of undertakings 

in accord with the provisions of the state of emergency for the emergence of the Union based on democracy and federalism.

SAC Chairman PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives ...
NEWS ON PAGE-1

The Senior General greets the Prosecutor-General. The Senior General poses for the documentary group photo yesterday.

UNDER Section 3 of the Political Parties Registration Law, the National Interests Development Party, which desirous of organizing a political party, and under Section 25 of 
the Political Parties Registration Law, National Political Alliance League, the Inn National League Party, Kokang Democracy and Unity Party (KKDUP) and National Demo-
cratic Force Party (NDF), which are desirous of continuing to exist as political parties, yesterday applied to Union Election Commission for permissions to establish political 
parties under the law and rules.

 To date, seven parties have applied under Section 3 of the Political Parties Registration Law, and 31 parties under Section 25 of the Political Parties Registration Law, 
totalling 38. 

Among these 38 parties, nine parties will organize the entire union and 29 parties only within a region or state. Union Election Commission continues verifying the right 
to establish and register these parties. — MNA/ KZL

Application for registration, political party establishment rights ongoing

Public Notice for Submitting Objection Public Notice for Submitting Objection
1. 	 The New Society Party (NSP) with its headquarters located at No 236/238, 

Maha Bawga Street, Myaynigon (South) Ward, Sangyoung Township, Yangon 
Region applied on 21-3-2023 to be allowed to continue to exist and register 
as a political party under Section 25 of the Political Parties Registration 
Law. It is reported that the party name, flag and emblem will be used as 
described below.

2. 	 Under Rule 14 (d) of the Registration of Political Parties, it is hereby an-
nounced to the public that those who wish to object to the name of the party, 
the flag and the emblem to be used by that organization may submit their 
objection to the Union Election Commission with valid evidence within 
seven days from the date of this announcement.

1. 	 The Public Labour Party with its headquarters located at Building No 8, 
Room No 25, Tawwin Housing, 41st extension Ward, Dagon Myothit (North) 
Township, Yangon Region, applied on 17-3-2023 to be allowed to continue to 
exist and register as a political party under Section 25 of the Political Parties 
Registration Law. It is reported that the party name, flag and emblem will 
be used as described below.

2.	 Under Rule 14 (d) of the Registration of Political Parties, it is hereby an-
nounced to the public that those who wish to object to the name of the party, 
the flag and the emblem to be used by that organization may submit their 
objection to the Union Election Commission with valid evidence within 
seven days from the date of this announcement.

Union Election Commission Union Election Commission

The flag 
design of the 
New Society 
Party (NSP)

The 
emblem of 
the New 
Society 
Party (NSP)

The flag 
design of the 
Public Labour 
Party

The emblem 
of the Public 
Labour Party
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 Stability and peace needed for nation’s development

(Excerpts from the speech delivered by State Administration Council Chairman Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing to Tatmadaw members and families from the Magway Station on 28 November 2022)

— The need to ensure stability and peace based on political and security trends for the development of the nation. 
— Likewise, it is necessary to restore legal stability.
— Taking responsibility for the peace and stability of the nation, the Tatmadaw holds meetings with ethnic armed organizations. 
— Security forces are striving for minimizing terror acts.

IF the conservation of watershed 
areas and forests can be done, 
the shortage of water can be 
eased, contributing to climate 
and health of the people, said 
Chairman of National Water Re-
source Committee Chairman of 
the State Administration Council 
Prime Minister Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing at the cere-
mony to mark World Water Day 
at the Myanmar International 
Convention Centre-II in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday morning.

In his address, the Senior 
General said that the develop-
ment of urban areas and indus-
tries demands a larger volume of 
water year by year. On the other 
hand, climate change and human 
activities make impacts on water 
sources and the environment, 
lessening the water sources. 
Therefore, all global countries 
are trying to solve the reduction 
of water sources.

This year’s theme for World 
Water Day was set as Accelerat-
ing Change. Water covers 71 per 
cent of the world, 96.5 per cent of 
which are oceans and seas. The 
remaining 3.5 per cent of water is 
freshwater and renewable water. 
Among them, 68 per cent of water 
becomes glaziers and icy plains 
in the poles and 30 per cent un-

derground. Therefore, some 0.5 
per cent of water above ground 
can be seen as fresh water.

It can be said that Myanmar 
is teeming with various sorts of 
rivers and creeks, lakes and nat-
ural springs, accounting for 1.7 
per cent of freshwater posses-
sion across the world. Therefore, 
it can be said that Myanmar has 
a plentiful volume of freshwater.

However, some parts of 
the nation are still faced with 
shortages of drinking water in 
summer. Moreover, some rural 
areas encounter difficulties in 
socioeconomic life due to short-
ages of water in agriculture and 
livestock farms.

The government is under-
taking to lay pipelines of springs 
to the people in water-scarce 
areas, sinking tube wells, build 
dams and reservoirs as well as 
river water pumping stations, 
and underground sluice gates 
for storage and distribution of 
freshwater to the people through 
various ways and means. People 
from these areas need to sys-
tematically use water, store rain-
water and utilize underground 
water.

If the conservation of water-
shed areas and forests can be 
done, the shortage of water can 

be eased, contributing to climate 
and health of the people. Every-
body needs to make preparations 
for easing the impacts of climate 
change. It is necessary to con-
sider policies on climatic condi-
tions and water. Water resources 
are a good tool to resist climate 
change. Hence, all need to seek 
cheap water supply facilities and 
treatment methods.

The Senior General stressed 
the need to enhance technolog-
ical cooperation, consultation 
and mutual cooperation in the 

utilization of sustainable water. 
The people were also request-
ed to save water and electricity, 
participate in growing trees for 
environmental conservation 
and avoid undisciplined dispos-
al of garbage to conserve water 
sources and the environment.

In conclusion, the Senior 
General requested friendly 
countries and non-governmen-
tal organizations to continuously 
cooperate in development under-
takings on the water by relevant 
ministries under the leadership 

of the government. All the people 
were also urged to participate 
in the tasks of water sufficiency 
for all living beings as a nation-
al duty and help in the tasks of 
implementing the sustainable 
development goals adopted by 
the United Nations.

The Senior General present-
ed prizes to winners in the 2023 
World Water Day commemora-
tive article contest.

Vice-Chairman of the com-
mittee Deputy Prime Minister 
and Union Minister for Transport 
and Communications Admiral 
Tin Aung San gave consolation 
prize winners in the article con-
test.

The Senior General and par-
ty enjoyed a video clip on 2023 
World Water Day and visited the 
exhibition to mark World Water 
Day 2023.

The 2023 World Water Day 
was observed to enable the peo-
ple to know undertakings on 
the water sector, water prob-
lems and ways to solve them 
by water-related ministries, to 
educate those who are related 
to the water and to unveil the 
participation of Myanmar in in-
ternational activities related to 
the water. — MNA/TTA

Everybody needs to make preparations for easing 
the impacts of climate change: Senior General

State Administration Council Chair Premier Senior General Min Aung Hlaing speaks on the occasion of World Water Day 2023 in Nay Pyi Taw on 
22 March 2023.

The Senior General views round the exhibition in marking World Water Day 2023.
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DEPUTY Prime Minister Union 
Minister for Transport and Com-
munications Admiral Tin Aung 
San virtually joined the 23rd Inter-

national Environmental Forum 
“Baltic Sea Day” held yesterday 
in St Petersburg at the invitation 
of the St Petersburg government 

of the Russian Federation. 
During the opening cere-

mony, he discussed the role of 
oceans for people, the need to 

draft harmonious plans for the 
users of oceans, environmental 
conservations, cooperation to 
implement the effective inter-

national convention for the pre-
vention of water pollution and 
preventive projects of Myanmar 
for the negative impacts of oil 
leaks on marine ecosystem and 
human society and strategic 
plans to create sustainable and 
prosperous community fighting 
against climate change-related 
natural disasters. 

The Russian Federation 
holds the International Environ-
mental Forum annually and the 
23rd Forum was held aiming to 
find out ways to solve marine-re-
lated issues. The forum was at-
tended by over 1,000 participants 
from related ministries of Russia 
including experts, scientists and 
experts from China, Viet Nam 
and Belarus. — MNA/KTZH 

DPM MoTC Union Minister joins 23rd International Environmental 
Forum “Baltic Sea Day” online

UNION Minister for Foreign 
Affairs U Than Swe received 
Ms Elena Ajmone Sessera, 
Resident Representative of 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), at 
the ministry in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday.

The ICRC Resident Rep-

resentative updated on the 
ICRC’s activities in Myanmar. 
Subsequently, the Union min-
ister explained the facilitation 
by the respective ministries for 
the provision of humanitarian 
assistance by international or-
ganizations, including ICRC, in 
Myanmar. — MNA 

MoFA Union Minister 
receives ICRC Resident 
Representative

THE sixth day of the 58th Myan-
ma Gems Emporium continued 
yesterday at Maniradana Jade 
Hall in Nay Pyi Taw. Foreign 
and local gem merchants ob-
served jade lots on display at 
the event. 

The tender proposals 

for jade lots No 751 to 1,500 
were opened, and officials 
announced that a total of 538 
lots were sold. International 
and domestic jewellers exam-
ined jade lots No 1,501 to 2,150 
for sale at the emporium and 
placed bids inside the tender 

boxes. The highest bidder for 
each lot will be announced at 
8 am on 23 March.

To date, 295 pearl lots and 
77 gem lots were sold to local 
and foreign gem traders. More-
over, 576 of 750 jade lots were 
sold on 21 March. — MNA/KZW

58th Myanma Gems Emporium 
continues for sixth day

24 new cases of COVID-19 
reported on 22 March, total 

figure registers 634,017
MYANMAR’S COVID-19 positive cases registered 634,017 
after 24 new cases were reported on 22 March 2023 according 
to the Ministry of Health. 

The total number of patients who have recovered from 
COVID-19 in the country reached 614,488, including seven 
new recoveries.

The death toll from COVID-19 in the country remained 
unchanged at 19,490 on 22-3-2023 with no new death reported 
from the pandemic. 

The country has vaccinated 30,975,896 people aged 18 
and above for COVID-19 vaccines and 6,845,620 people aged 
under 18 till 21 March 2023. — GNLM

Status of COVID-19 vaccination (as of 21 March 2023)

People aged 18 and above who 
received vaccines 

30,975,896

People under 18 years old who 
received vaccines

6,845,620

Union Minister U Than Swe receives Ms Elena Ajmone Sessera, ICRC Resident Representative yesterday.

Deputy Prime Minister Union Minister Admiral Tin Aung San virtually joins the 23rd International Environmental Forum ''Baltic Sea Day'' yesterday.

Gem traders seen observing jade stones displayed outside Maniradana Jade Hall yesterday.
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A meeting between the State 
Peace Talks Team and delega-
tions from UWSP, NDAA and 
SSPP was held yesterday at the 
National Solidarity and Peace-
making Centre in Nay Pyi Taw. 
SAC Member Union Minister at 
the Government Office NSPNC 
Chairman Peace Talks Team 
Leader Lt-Gen Yar Pyae warm-
ly welcomed the peace delega-
tions from UWSP, NDAA and 
SSPP.

Both sides mutually dis-
cussed matters pertaining to 
requirements, regional stability 
and development, the holding of 
elections, the holding of a peace 

conference, and amendments to 
basic articles of the 2008 Con-
stitution. The first-day meeting 
was adjourned and the talks will 
continue on 23 March. 

The meeting was attended 
by SAC Member Union Minis-
ter at the Government Office 
NSPNC Chairman Peace Talks 
Team Leader Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, 
SAC Member Lt-Gen Moe Myint 
Tun, NSPNC Secretary Lt-Gen 
Win Bo Shein and members, 
UWSP Vice-Chair U Lau Yaku, 
NDAA Vice-Chair U San Pae, 
SSPP central committee mem-
ber Sao Hsay Pein Pha and rep-
resentatives. — MNA/TS 

SPTT holds talks with delegations of UWSP, NDAA and SSPP 

UNION Minister for Legal Af-
fairs and Union Attorney-Gen-
eral Dr Thida Oo received a 
delegation led by Prosecu-
tor-General of the Russian 
Federation Mr Igor Krasnov in 
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. 

The visit of Russian Prose-
cutor-General Mr Igor Krasnov 
is a consequence of a meeting 
made between Union Minister 
for Legal Affairs and Union At-
torney-General Dr Thida Oo 
and Russian Justice Minister 

Mr Konstantin Chuy Chenko 
during the 10th St Petersburg 
International Legal Forum held 
between 28 June and 1 July 2022 
to sign two Memoranda of Coop-
eration between two countries. 

During the meeting, the 
two sides exchanged views on 
communication between the 
Ministry of Legal Affairs and 
the Prosecutor-General Office 
of Russia in legal affairs, infor-
mation and experiences on the 
law system and legislation of 

the two countries, holding of 
joint cooperation, conference, 
workshops and plenary ses-
sions and sending of experts to 
share knowledge and learning. 

Then, Union Minister for 
Legal Affairs and Union Attor-
ney-General Dr Thida Oo and 
Prosecutor-General of the Rus-
sian Federation Mr Igor Kras-
nov signed a Memorandum of 
Cooperation. 

After the signing process, 
the Union minister Union at-

torney-general and the Russian 
delegation led by the prosecu-
tor-general visited Uppatasanti 
Pagoda and fed the white el-
ephants at the Yadana white 
elephant hall.

The Union minister then 
hosted lunch for the Russian 
delegation at Jasmine Nay-
pyitaw Hotel and the Union 
minister for Foreign Affairs, 
the Union minister for Inter-
national Cooperation and Rus-
sian Ambassador to Myanmar 
Dr Nikolai Listopadov joined 
the event.

During the visit of the Rus-
sian prosecutor-general, the 
Ministry of Legal Affairs and 
the Russian Prosecutor-Gener-
al Office jointly held a “Seminar 
on Legal Cooperation between 
the Ministry of Legal Affairs, 
the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar, and the Prosecu-
tor-General's Office of the Rus-
sian Federation” on 21 March at 
the meeting hall of the Ministry 
of Legal Affairs. 

During the Seminar, Dep-
uty Director-General of the 
Department of International 
Legal Cooperation Mr Sergey 
Vladimirovich Plokhov dis-
cussed the topic “Topical di-
rection of international legal 
cooperation of the Prosecu-

tor-General's Office of the 
Russian Federation in the 
context of modern threats and 
challenges”, while “On the Rus-
sian experience of countering 
crimes in IT-sphere, including 
illicit turnover of cryptocurren-
cy and other virtual assets” by 
Deputy Director-General of the 
Department of Organizations 
and Research Mr Denis Kunev, 
and a total of 75 attendees – 45 
from the Ministry of Legal Af-
fairs, eight from the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, seven from 
the Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion and 15 law students from 
the Naypyitaw State Academy 
raised the questions. 

The visit of the Russian 
delegation led by the prosecu-
tor-general was made during 
the 75th Anniversary of the Es-
tablishment of Diplomatic Rela-
tions between Myanmar and the 
Russian Federation. During the 
visit, the two countries made a 
Memorandum of Cooperation 
between the Ministry of Legal 
Affairs and the Prosecutor-Gen-
eral Office of Russia and held a 
seminar on legal cooperation 
enhancing the bilateral rela-
tionship and trust between the 
two countries and legal cooper-
ation. — MNA/KTZH

MoLA Union Minister Union Attorney-General receives 
delegation led by Prosecutor-General of Russian Federation
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The meeting between the State Peace Talks Team and delegations from UWSP, NDAA and SSPP in progress 
yesterday.

Union Minister for Legal Affairs and Union Attorney-General Dr Thida Oo and Russian Prosecutor-General 
Mr Igor Kransnov are pictured at the MoC signing event yesterday.
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UNION Minister for International Cooperation U Ko Ko Hlaing 
received Ms Elena Ajmone Sessera, Resident Representative 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), at the 
ministry in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

They discussed matters relating to preparations by the 
Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar for the 
repatriation of displaced persons from Rakhine State, coop-
eration between the Myanmar Government and ICRC and 
the facilitation of the provision of humanitarian assistance in 
Myanmar. — MNA 

MoIC Union Minister 
receives ICRC Resident 
Representative

IN commemoration of World Wa-
ter Day 2023, seminars on the 
water sector were conducted 
at the Myanmar International 
Convention Centre-II in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday.

Secretary of National Water 
Resources Committee Deputy 
Minister for Transport and Com-
munications U Aung Kyaw Tun, 
departmental personnel, city de-
velopment committees, officials 
from departments and organi-
zations engaged in Myanmar’s 
water sector, supervisors and 
presenters who will participate 
in the discussion, and those in-
terested from departments and 
organizations related to water 
sector were present on the oc-

casion.
At the seminar, the Deputy 

Minister said that knowledge 
and experience-sharing activi-
ties can bring better cooperation 
between those from ministries 

and organizations and those who 
were engaged in the water sec-
tor. He also urged the attendees 
to participate in the presentation 
of measures on water, problems 
of water and ways of solving the 

problems and findings.
Since Myanmar is an agri-

cultural country, the develop-
ment of the water sector by plan-
ning to use water systematically 
will also contribute to the devel-

opment process of other sectors. 
Water experts and all officials 
and staff from the ministries and 
organizations should participate 
as best they can, urged the dep-
uty minister.

Then, resource persons 
from respective departments 
presented 22 papers and made 
the panel discussion session 
regarding the utilization and 
conservation of water resources.

The seminars are held for 
the public to know the limited 
availability of water resources, 
address water and sanitation 
needs, and the need to change 
water usage, consumption and 
management patterns in daily 
life. — MNA/CT

Seminars on water sector take place to mark World Water Day 2023

ARTICLE 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
states that everyone has the right to education. Equal access 
to education is the primary component to realizing the right. In 
defining this right, free access at the elementary and fundamen-
tal levels are important elements and the compulsory nature 
of elementary education shall be observed. The Government’s 
implementation of the KG+9 concept is also in line with these 
requirements. 

Easiness and equality are also essential conditions required 
for meaningful access to education. Regardless of schools, cur-
ricula and teachers, the ultimate aim of education is invariably 
the full development of human personality that will benefit the 
student, the community and the nation. It can be safely observed 
that an educated person is, essentially, an asset to the nation. 
Looking from that perspective, facilitating access to education 
is a forward-looking policy.

The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission believes 
that the attempts to fully implement article 26 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights will be most welcome by all.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
Date:  22 March 2023

MNHRC Statement on cardinal 
considerations to ensure access 

to education
Statement No 4/2023

Fuel prices sink below K2,000 per litre in domestic market

FUEL price is falling and Octane 
92 price declined below K2,000 
per litre in the domestic market. 

On 21 March, the prices fell 
to K1,965 per litre of Octane 92, 
K2,050 for Octane 95, K2,000 for 
diesel and K2,080 for premium 
diesel. 

The domestic fuel prices 
are set depending on the price 
index set by Mean of Platts Sin-
gapore (MOPS), the pricing ba-
sis for many refined products in 
southeast Asia, according to the 
Supervisory Committee on Oil 
Import, Storage and Distribution 
of Fuel Oil.

Last August 2022, the oil 
prices surged to K2,605 per litre 
for Octane 92, K2,670 for Octane 
95, K3,330 for premium diesel 
and K3,245 for diesel.

The committee is therefore 
governing the fuel oil storage 
and distribution sector effective-
ly not to have a shortage of oil 
in the domestic market and to 
ensure price stability for energy 
consumers.

The Petroleum Products 
Regulatory Department, under 
the guidance of the committee, 
is issuing the daily reference rate 
for oil to offer a reasonable price 
to energy consumers. The refer-
ence rate in Yangon Region is 
set on the MOPS’s price assess-
ment, shipping cost, premium 
insurance, tax, other general 
cost and health profit per cent.

The rates for regions and 
states other than Yangon are 
evaluated after adding the trans-
portation cost and the retail ref-
erence rates daily covered on the 
state-run newspapers and are 
posted on the media and official 
website and Facebook page of 
the department daily starting 
from 4 May. 

The committee is inspecting 
the fuel stations whether they 
are overcharging or not. The 
authorities are taking action 
against those retailers of fuel 
stations under the Petroleum 
and Petroleum Products Law 
2017 if they are found overcharg-

ing rather than the set reference 
rate.

As per the statement, 90 per 
cent of fuel oil in Myanmar is 
imported, while the remaining 10 
per cent is produced locally. The 
domestic fuel price is highly cor-
related with international prices. 
The State is steering the market 
to mitigate the loss between the 
importers, sellers and energy 
consumers. Consequently, the 
government is trying to distrib-
ute the oil at a reasonable price 
compared to those of regional 
countries.

Some countries levied high-
er tax rates and hiked oil prices 
than Myanmar. However, Malay-
sia’s oil sector receives govern-
ment subsidies and the prices 
are about 60 per cent cheaper 
than that of Myanmar. Every 
country lays down different pat-
terns of policy to fix the oil prices. 
Myanmar also levies only a lower 
tax rate on fuel oil and strives for 
energy consumers to buy the oil 
at a cheaper rate.  — NN/EM 

Union Minister U Ko Ko Hlaing receives the ICRC Resident Representative in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

The commemorative event of World Water Day 2023 in progress in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.
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THE applications for temporary 
use of water can be submitted 
until Thingyan Akyo Day (the 
eve of Thingyan) and action will 
be taken against the illegal use 
of water, the Yangon City Devel-
opment Committee announced.

For the Thingyan Water 
Festival, water from the munic-
ipal water pipeline, Inya Lake 
and Kandawgyi Lake must not 
be used without permission, 
according to the Engineering 

Department (Water and Sani-
tation) under the Yangon City 
Development Committee.

Those who want to apply 
for use of water must send the 
applications to the Engineering 
Department (Water and Sanita-
tion) on the fifth floor of the new 
12-storey YCDC annexe by 13 
April at the latest and staff from 
the department will give permis-
sion in accordance with the rules 
and regulations. — TWA/CT

On 7 August 2021, the prices 
stood at K1,615 per litre of Oc-
tane 92 and K1,970 for diesel. On 
21 March 2023, retail reference 
prices for Yangon Region were 
K1,815 per litre of Octane 92, 
K2,050 for Octane 95, K2,000 for 
diesel and K2,080 for premium 
diesel. The current diesel price 
is near the low price recorded 
seven months ago. Meanwhile, 

the Octane price is still up by 
K350 per litre compared to that 
recorded in August 2021. 

At present, transportation 
sectors see launching ceremo-
nies of Electric Vehicles (EVs). 
It could cut fuel consumption to 
a certain extent.

Following the dip in world 
crude oil prices, fuel oil prices 
sank to below K2,000 per litre. 

Diesel prices plunge so the 
freight forwarding businesses 
save some cost. 

The public is a little un-
known of the price decline. 
Nonetheless, those engaged in 
the transportation sectors and 
agriculture industries blamed 
the price increase of fuel oil 
along with other inputs such as 
fertilizer. — TWA/EM

THE Central Bank of Myanmar 
(CBM) will steer private sectors 
to ensure that the foreign cur-
rency earned from exports will 
be deposited in the local bank 
accounts, the CBM’s governor 
Daw Than Than Swe said. 

On 20 March, the governor 
made that remark at a meeting 
held in Nay Pyi Taw with the 
companies that fail to deposit 
export earnings.

According to Sections 18 
(A) and 38 (B) of the Foreign 

Exchange Management Law 
and directive 27/2021, exporters 
to Asian countries must depos-
it their export income within 
45 days from the starting day. 
Those shipping goods to coun-
tries outside Asia must deposit 
income within 90 days. 

The Central Committee 
on Ensuring Smooth Flow of 
Trade and Goods, the Ministry 
of Commerce, the Bureau of 
Special Investigation and the 
Working Group on facilitation 

of Trade and Goods are moni-
toring whether there is actual 
export income into the local 
bank account or not.

Export earnings are one of 
the main foreign capital inflows. 
It also plays a pivotal role in sta-
bilizing the forex market. Strong 
compliance of the export com-
panies to the Foreign Exchange 
Management Law, rules and 
regulations will facilitate money 
flows. — TWA/EM

CBM to govern export earnings to be 
deposited into local bank accounts

Export cargo containers are seen being loaded onto container vessels. 

YCDC to accept 
applications for water 
uptake until Thingyan Eve 

A private pavilion is seen during the Thingyan Festival in 2018.

Diesel price tumbles near to seven-month low in late March

The picture shows tags of fuel 
oil at a petrol filling station

THE current retail price of die-
sel dropped to a seven-month 
low in late March, said a truck 
owner. 

On 22 March, the retail pric-
es were up by K75 per litre for 
Octane 92 and K60 for diesel. 

ANOTHER batch of 36 Myanmar 
workers arrived in the Republic 
of Korea on 21 March for working 
in the Hyundai MIPO Dockyard, 
according to the Myanmar Em-
bassy in Seoul.

Seventeen workers and 33 

workers also arrived on 12 and 
17 March respectively with E-7-3 
visas to work in shipyards.

The labour attaché of the My-
anmar Embassy in Seoul greet-
ed them and provided for their 
needs. — TWA/MKKS

86 Myanmar workers 
despatched to ROK until 
21 March

Myanmar skilled labour who work 
for the Hyundai MIPO Dockyard as 
welders are seen before leaving for 
S Korea.
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Manpower shortage dims solar panel boom in Germany
BALANCING on a slop-
ing tiled roof, appren-
tice Pascal Ode installs 
a solar panel under the 
watchful eye of his train-
er.

Hopes are high that 

Ode may soon be able to 
install the systems on 
both homes and busi-
nesses.

When he is trained, 
he will be a much-needed 
new pair of hands in the 

industry that is crucial to 
Germany's energy tran-
sition — but is suffering 
from an acute worker 
shortage.

Demand for new pho-
tovoltaic panels soared 

as Europe's biggest econ-
omy was forced to ramp 
up the share of energy 
produced by renewables 
in the wake of Russia's in-
vasion of Ukraine which 
hit energy supplies, lift-

ing prices.
The conflict has led 

Germany to end its reli-
ance on Russian energy, 
at a time when the coun-
try was also accelerating 
its plan to become carbon 

neutral.
C o m p a r e d  w i t h 

2021, the installed pho-
tovoltaic capacity in the 
residential sector has 
leapt by 40 per cent.                                            
— AFP
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Notice for Change of Distributor

Notice is hereby given that the official distributor of the following pesticides manufactured by Saigon Plant 
Protection Joint Stock Company, will be changed to Magike Myanmar Co., Ltd. 

Sr. Trade Name Active Ingredient Registration Type Registration No.

1. Zico 720 SL 2,4-D Dimethylamine 720 g/l Full F2015-826

2. Vanicide 5 SL Validamycin A 5% w/w Full F2015-820

3. SECSAIGON 50 EC Cypermethrin 50% w/w Full F2017-878

Magike Myanmar Co., Ltd invites objections to Co-secretary, Pesticide Registration Board, Plant Protection 
Division, West Gyogone, Insein Township, Yangon from all parties within a period of fourteen (14) days 
from the publication of this notice. If no objects are received, party mentioned above shall proceed with 
the completion of formalities.

Magike Myanmar Co., Ltd, No. 476, Yarzadirit Street, 7th Quarter, South Okkalapa Township, Yangon.

UK inflation unexpectedly accelerates
BRITISH inflation unex-
pectedly accelerated in 
February, data showed 
Wednesday, deepening a 
cost-of-living crisis and 
pressuring the Bank of 
England to hike interest 
rates despite global mar-
kets turmoil.

After slowing for 
three straight months, 
the UK Consumer Pric-
es Index (CPI) climbed 
to 10.4 percent in Febru-

ary -- not far from 40-year 
highs and more than five 
times the BoE's two-per-
cent target.

That compared with 
10.1 percent in January 
and dashed market ex-
pectations for a slow-
down to 9.9 percent.

Food prices surged, 
particularly for fresh pro-
duce that faced shortag-
es, the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) added in 

a statement.
Strikes have spread 

across Britain as workers 
protest over pay failing to 
keep pace with prices. 

The BoE — caught 
between hiking rates to 
dampen hot inflation or 
pausing as turmoil rag-
es over the commercial 
banking sector -- will un-
veil its latest monetary 
policy decision Thursday.

Global markets have 

been shattered by fallout 
from the recent collapse 
of two regional US banks 
and the enforced UBS 
buyout of troubled Swiss 
giant Credit Suisse.

Some experts had 
predicted the BoE will 
hold off from raising 
rates further due to 
markets volatility, but 
the latest inflation data 
complicates the picture. 
— AFP

30% of Brazil top state jobs to go to people of colour: decree
AT least 30 per cent of ap-
pointed positions in Bra-
zil’s federal government 
must be occupied by black 
and mixed-race people, ac-
cording to a decree signed 
Tuesday by President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva.

The leftist leader, who 
returned for his third pres-
idential term in January, 
has vowed to make Brazil’s 
government reflect “the 
face of Brazilian society”, 
where more than half of 
the population is black or 

mixed-race.
“Racism is at the root 

of inequality, that’s why 
it must be fought like a 
plague on a plantation,” 
Lula said during an event 
in the capital Brasilia, 
where he signed the de-

cree and other measures 
to advance racial equal-
ity in this country of 213 
million.

The measure is 
meant to “encourage the 
presence of black people 
in decision-making and 

leadership spaces,” the 
government said in a state-
ment, adding that it will af-
fect those who self-identify 
as black or brown.

The quotas for the po-
sitions of trust in the civil 
service, which are usual-

ly senior posts of advisers 
and managers, have to be 
met by 2025, according to 
the decree.

“Without race and 
gender equality there will 
be no democracy,” Lula 
said. — AFP

NEWS
IN BRIEF

China boosts South 
Pacific influence 
with Solomons 
port deal
A state-backed Chinese 
company has won a 
contract to develop a 
key port in Solomon 
Islands, a major victory 
in Beijing's quest to gain 
a strategic toe-hold in the 
South Pacific.

Solomon Islands' 
government on Tues-
day announced that the 
China Civil Engineering 
Construction Corpora-
tion had been chosen 
to lead a $170 million 
project to develop the 
international port in 
the capital Honiara.                                                           
— AFP
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By THAN HTUN (GEOSCIENCE MYANMAR)ALL living beings including human beings started their lives 
in fear of impacts from the natural environment, especially 
severe climatic conditions such as strong winds, storms, 

flooding, earthquake, lightning, thunders, heavy rains, mist and so on.
At an early age of the world, human beings did not have the 

talents and skills to face the severe impacts of nature as well as 
other giants. Gradually, they initiate all things how to manage and 
how to overcome the challenges they daily face.

While trying to survive in all eras, human beings are skilful 
in analyzing the climatic conditions in the evolution of the world. 
Weather, climate and water extremes are becoming more frequent 
and intense in many parts of the world as a result of climate change. 

More of us are exposed than 
ever before to multiple related 
hazards, which are themselves 
evolving as a result of popula-
tion growth, urbanization and 
environmental degradation.

After passing thousands 
of years, human beings cur-
rently become professionals to 
forecast weather for all how to 
evade the impacts of climatic 
conditions, natural disasters 
and manmade severe condi-
tions. In fact, everybody does 
not have the chance to choose 
any options for avoiding good 
and bad climatic conditions but 
they have to accept the concept 
that being living beings, they all 
have to be under the control 
of climatic conditions in their 
daily life.

Hence, everybody needs 
to accept the important role of 
meteorology. That is why the 
first World Meteorological Day 
was held on 23 March 1961 as 
an act of not forgetting its im-
portant role. It is because the 
commemorative day aims to 

analyze the climatic conditions which may benefit the global people 
to bring bad impacts on them.

World Meteorological Day 23 March 2022, therefore, has the 
theme “Early Warning and Early Action”, and spotlights the vital 
importance of Hydrometeorological and Climate Information for 
Disaster Risk Reduction. Greater coordination between national 
meteorological and hydrological services, disaster management 
authorities and development agencies is fundamental to better 
prevention, preparedness and response.

Everybody knows “Man Matters Most”. They have the capac-
ity to analyze meteorological measures. It is true that the climatic 
conditions mentioned in the meteorology can manipulate the planet 
Earth and the global people. Now, they have skills to partially defy 
bad weather with avoidance of possible situations through weather 
forecasts.

Humans do not have supernatural power. But they all have 
initiative skills and the capacity to analyze everything and every 
event. Applying such skills, human beings have conquered the 
natural environment through preparedness and relentless efforts.

Mark World 
Meteorological Day 
across the world

Humans do not 
have supernatural 
power. But they 
all have initiative 
skills and the 
capacity to analyze 
everything and 
every event. 
Applying such 
skills, human 
beings have 
conquered 
the natural 
environment 
through 
preparedness and 
relentless efforts.

The Burma Circle of the Geological Survey of India and  
their Contributions to the Geology of Myanmar

Episode:8
Sir Edwin Hall Pascoe (17 

February 1878 – 7 July 1949) was 
born in London to Edwin Pascoe 
and Mary A Hall, he went to St 
John’s College, Cambridge, and 
joined the Geological Survey of 
India (GSI) in 1905. He became 
the Director of the GSI in 1921 
and retired from it in 1932. He had 
long ago made a name for him-
self through his excellent work in 
connection with the petroleum re-
sources of India and Burma, and, 
during the War, in Iraq on behalf 
of the Government. He followed a 
policy of caution and restraint in 
advising the Government on min-
eral matters as also in matters of 
recruitment for new appointments 
in the expanded Survey.

As the advisory work on the 
Tin and Wolfram areas of Tavoy 
was over, Coggin Brown was sent 
to London in 1919 to act as Mineral 
Adviser in the newly started Im-
perial Mineral Resources Bureau, 
where he remained till 1921, when 
he was relieved of that work by 
Fox, who continued in that capac-
ity in London till 1923, when the 
post was abolished on the plea of 
the economy. Later it was found 
necessary to re-establish this post 
as a part of the personnel of the 
High Commissioner for India in 
London and G H Tipper, after he 
retired from the Survey, became 
the Mineral Adviser in London 
from 1929 to 1946.
Burma

Regarding the coal survey, 
with the increased strength of of-
ficers, in 1921, Pascoe increased 
the number of field parties from 
three to six and allotted an in-
creased number of men to Burma. 
In Burma, Vinayak Rao, F W Walk-
er, E L G Clegg, and B B Gupta 
carried out systematic mapping 
in Mergui, Tavoy, Amherst, Minbu, 
and Pukokku districts with G de 
P Cotter in charge at first and un-
der J C Brown afterwards, when 
the strength of Burma party was 
reinforced by the addition of C T 
Barber, A K Banerji, P Leicester, 
H L Chhibber, V P Sondhi and M R 

Sahni, and Sethu Rama Rau for a 
short period. Sondhi carried out an 
interesting investigation of Late 
Tertiary vulcanicity, including a 
study of the explosion craters in 
Upper Burma. M R Sahni con-
tinued the work of La Touche in 
the Shan States and discovered 
a unique assemblage of Permian 
and Mesozoic ammonites, gastro-
pods, and lamellibranchs in the 
Plateau Limestone. Clegg con-
tinued the mapping of the early 
workers in the Minbu district, and 
Vinayak Rao and Leicester in the 
Mergui district. Cotter and F W 
Walker surveyed the Loi-an coal-
field near Kalaw in the southern 
Shan State. 

H L Chhibber commenced the 
survey of the jade mines area of 
Myitkyina district in Upper Burma 
and described a variety of igneous 
rocks which had been intruded in 
the Tertiaries. The most interest-
ing feature of this region lies in 
the preservation of the record of 
several periods of igneous activity 
dating from end-Permo-Carbonif-
erous up to sub-Recent times. In 
1929 Brown and Banerji began a 
large-scale geological mapping 
of the Mogok Stone Tract and 
divided the Archaean rocks into 
a number of stages, which were 
mapped separately. This work 
was continued by Clegg and L 
A N Iyer. Coggin Brown studied 
the Pyu earthquakes of 3 and 4 
December 1930, and subsequent 
Burma earthquakes up to January 
1932, and delineated a well-de-
fined seismic zone, aligned (N-
S), in the Tertiary belt of Burma. 
It was Pascoe, who introduced 
the system of placing an officer 
of the department as a Resident 
Geologist in the oil fields of Burma 
for day-to-day contact with the 
progress of the investigations and 
development work in the oilfields. 
C T Barber was the first Resi-
dent Geologist at Yenangyaung 
appointed by Government. 

Publications
Before he left India Pascoe 

had the official Geological Map of 

India, compiled in 1911 by Hayden, 
brought up-to-date. The revised 
map was published in 1932 on a 
scale of 1”=32 miles and incor-
porated the surveys during the 
intervening period. During the 
period (1921-30) a large number 
of publications were issued, of 
which concerning Burma were: 
Sethu Rama Rau’s Geology of the 
Mergui district; Murray Stuart’s 
Geological account of a traverse 
from Assam to Myitkyina through 
the Hukong valley and to the Chi-
nese Frontier. After his retirement 
in 1932, he was engaged in the 
preparation of a revised edition 
of the Manual of Geology of India 
and Burma in four volumes. The 
first volume of this work, which 
was published just after his death 
on 7 July, 1949, is a monument to 
his love for work, thoroughness 
in mastering details, and encyclo-
paedic knowledge of the subject. 
The remaining volumes will be of 
enduring value to all students of 
Indian and Burma Geology. Pas-

coe wrote his famous book “The 
Oil-fields of Burma” and published 
it in 1912.

Serpentine Intrusions of Bur-
ma

The Volume III of the Manual 
of Geology of India and Burma de-
scribed the Serpentine Intrusions 
of Burma. The summary of the 
report is as follows:-

In Burma, the Deccan Trap 
in its normal facies has not been 
identified, but sundry occurrences 
of basic and ultrabasic intrusions 
appear to belong to some phase of 
this period.

The Andaman Islands: Basic 
igneous rocks cover a considera-
ble area in the Andaman Islands. 
Altered basic and ultrabasic in-
trusions of plutonic type occupy 
many of the hills and ridges of the 
central and eastern parts of Mid-
dle Andaman (including Saddle 
Peak and Saddle Hill) and occur 
in Rutland Island, and the Twins, 
the Cinque Islands, and many oth-

er places. These rocks vary from 
augite, enstatite, and bronzite 
peridotite with picotiter, to more 
felspathic types of the gabbro 
group; with occasional crystals 
of chromite to be seen, and the 
olivine is often largely altered to a 
dark green serpentine with veins 
of chrysotile. Dolerite dykes are 
seen here and there. 

The jaspers, quartzites, 
calc-gneisses, and porcellanic 
limestones of Middle Andaman 
Island, are believed to be of Neoco-
mian age. Fragments and pebbles 
of serpentine, in fact, often form 
part of the Eocene conglomerates 
of Northern Andaman Island. Ser-
pentines, gabbros and diorites are 
also found in the Nicobar group, 
a bronzite peridotite playing a 
prominent part among the basic 
intrusions on Batti Malv.

Basic intrusions are recorded 
in the granite and the Mergui argil-
lites of Tavoy. They are restricted 
to certain localities, for instance, 
Danithagya, near Kandaung, be-
tween Kyaungdaung-maw-gyi and 
Mawshyi, and near Tavoy Point, 
and are extraneous in origin to the 
granite. They run irregularly and 
vary greatly in size, the largest 
observed, an exceptionally wide 
one, being 20 feet across. Gen-
erally, they are fine-grained and 
their minerals are much altered 
and difficult to determine. Some 
appear to be basalt but they are of 
heterogeneous composition.

Thaton: Talc-schists have 
been found in various parts of Tha-
ton and are thought by Leicester 
to have been derived from basic 
or ultrabasic igneous rocks. In 
the same neighbourhood occur 
green epi-diorites in which segre-
gations of magnetite are found and 
a highly altered basic rock which 
was probably a gabbro originally. 
Nothing is known regarding the 
age of any of these rocks.

The Arakan Yoma: Intrusions 
of serpentine, sometimes decom-
posed to a steatitic rock, are not 
common along the eastern foot-
hills of the Arakan Yoma of the 
Henzada, Prom and Thayetmyo 
districts, especially among the Ne-
grais beds. Generally, they have 
irregularly shaped bosses of var-

ying dimensions, but dykes also 
occur, especially to the northwest 
of Prome. The rock is a charac-
teristic, dark-coloured serpentine 
which, in the Prome district, fre-
quently passes into gabbro with 
phenocrysts of magnesite. 

In the western part of the 
Henzada and the northern end 
of the Bassein districts, there are 
some twenty-three distinct and 
isolated occurrences of serpentine 
scattered over a length of twen-
ty-six miles from north to south. 
According to Chhibber, the ser-
pentine is sometimes traversed 
by narrow veins of light green 
chrysotile or whitish steatite. The 
intrusions are thought by Murray 
Stuart to have altered the sur-
rounding Tertiary sandstones and 
shales as well as Negrais rocks. 
Chhibber supports this view and 
concludes that igneous activity 
extended over some period from 
the late Cretaceous to the early 
Eocene.

The steatite deposits of 
eastern Kyaukpy, of Minbu, and 
probably also of Pakokku, occur in 
serpentine. In the steatite mines 
of western Minbu, the mineral is 
of good quality and forms veins in 
the serpentine. Hayden records 
here dykes and intrusions of grey 
dolerite in great masses in the 
Chin Shales; this is the nearest 
approach to the Deccan Traps in 
Burma.

The native copper and cop-
per ores were found associated 
with chromite of the Pakokku Hill 
Tracts and the Naga Hills, which 
seem to have been introduced into 
cracks in the serpentine and, ac-
cording to Coggin Brown, have 
perhaps been deposited from the 
aqueous solution which brought 
about serpentinization. 

The Jade Mines: The serpen-
tine of the Tawmaw area is seen 
on both sides of the Uru Chaung 
in four surface outcrops, the total 
area of which cannot be less than 
8,000 square miles. In one of these 
outcrops occurs the intrusive dyke 
of jadeite which has made the lo-
cality famous. With a general N E 
– S W trend, the dyke is 200 yards 
wide and over 300 yards long but 
varies very much in thickness, it 

is worked by Chinese traders who 
use a primitive process of cracking 
the rock by fire. The serpentine 
hills of this area are much alike, 
with steep sides crowned by a long 
narrow plateau; west of Nanyas-
eik there are several serpentine 
intrusions forming range upon 
range. Tawmaw is made up of a 
large mass of peridotite, partially 
or wholly altered to serpentine; 
among the types represented 
are dunite, mica-hornblende 
peridotite, diallage-peridotite, 
dillage-perknite, pyroxenite and 
amphibolite, saussurite-gabbro 
and saussurite-hornblende gab-
bro. The serpentine is of a normal 
type with remnants of olivine al-
tering to chrysolite, with crystals 
of magnetite, and with chromite 
in crystals, grains, irregular con-
cretions, and veinlets. A rock mod-
erately plentiful in small pieces at 
the jadeite mines is a dark green 
chromite-bearing member of the 
epidote group, also Maw-Sit-Sit, 
but Bleeck named Tawmawite.

Jadeite is regarded as a mem-
ber of the pyroxene group. The 
dull green colour often affected 
by the mineral is due to the pres-
ence of iron compounds, but the 
brilliant emerald green so charac-
teristic and so much prized is the 
result of the presence of chromi-
um. The jadeite is accompanied 
by albite, the combination forming 
a dyke rock that has intruded the 
serpentine, producing signs of 
contact metamorphism, the most 
conspicuous of which is the devel-
opment of new minerals such as 
chlorite, clinozoisite, tawmawite, 
chloritoid, and soda-amphibole; 
along the zone of contact, the ja-
deite-albite rock often assumes a 
banded and schistose character 
caused by numerous parallel in-
clusions of amphibolite. The origi-
nal intrusive is believed by Bleeck 
to have been a nepheline-albite 
rock, the jadeite having been de-
veloped under very high pressure 
by the combination of one part of 
albite with one part of nepheline; 
the mineral nepheline has been 
repeatedly recorded in jadeite. 
Jadeite has been found at Mamon, 
six or seven miles south of Taw-
maw as boulders in the alluvial 

deposits of Uru Chaung, along the 
upper reaches of which it has been 
observed as far as Sanka; seven or 
eight miles still further south the 
mineral occurs as boulders in a 
Tertiary conglomerate at Hweka. 

Bhamo and Myitkyina: In My-
itkyina and Bhamo, parallel to the 
general strike of older rocks, are 
long strips of igneous rocks in-
truded, according to Griesbach, 
into fissures of dislocation. These 
intrusions are accompanied by 
numerous dykes which also pene-
trate the neighbouring formations, 
the more basic varieties in certain 
localities carrying the mineral ja-
deite.

In western Bhamo, at both 
ends and also in the middle of the 
Second Defile of the Irrawaddy, 
as noted by Clegg 1941, are out-
crops of serpentine that show an 
intrusive relationship towards ad-
jacent Cretaceous sediments. At 
the lower end of the defile, these 
intrusions terminate the Creta-
ceous abruptly on both banks of 
the river, and at the upper end on 
the right bank; in the middle por-
tion, they separate an outcrop of 
old sediments of possibly Chaung 
Magyi age from the Cretaceous. 
The intrusions consist mostly of 
dark green serpentine, but less 
altered specimens point in some 
cases to a doleritic ancestor. This 
serpentine outcrop may be con-
tinuous with that noted between 
Bhamo and Sinbo further north. 
Another line of intrusion is re-
ported to occur in an N-S direction 
along longitude 97º 30’as far as the 
“Confluence” between the Mali 
Kha and the Ninai Kha.

Kachin: In the Hukawng val-
ley, altered peridotites and serpen-
tines have been found by Chhibber 
surrounded by crystalline schists 
similar to those of the Jade Mines 
area. The graphitic and chloritic 
schists, which are highly crum-
pled and extensively injected with 
quartz veins, are accompanied by 
limestone.

	
References: E. H. Pascoe. 1949: 
A manual of the geology of India 
and Burma, Vol. III, 3rd Edition.

Edwin Hall Pascoe (1878-1949), Source: GSI
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V UNI ACCORD VOY.NO. (0289-744N)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V UNI ACCORD 
VOY.NO. (0289-744N) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 23-3-2023 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of AWPT where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.
Phone No: 2301185
	 Shipping Agency Department
	 Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S EVERGREEN MARINE (ASIA) PTE. LTD.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V SITC INCHON VOY.NO. (2308S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SITC INCHON 
VOY.NO. (2308S) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 23-3-2023 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of HPT where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.
Phone No: 2301185
	 Shipping Agency Department
	 Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S SITC CONTAINER LINE CO., LTD

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V OCEAN BRIGHT VOY.NO. (03/2023)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V OCEAN 
BRIGHT VOY.NO. (03/2023) are hereby notified that 
the vessel will be arriving on 23-3-2023 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of MSTL-4 where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.
Phone No: 2301928
	 Shipping Agency Department
	 Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S BEN LINE AGENCIES (S'PORE) PTE LTD

UK food delivery app to axe more than 1,700 jobs
FOOD delivery platform Just 
Eat Takeaway unveiled plans 
Tuesday to axe more than 1,700 
mostly courier jobs in Britain, 

as it slashes costs in the wake of 
huge annual losses.

The UK business “is reor-
ganizing and simplifying its deliv-

ery operation as part of the ongo-
ing goal of improving efficiency”, 
it said in a statement emailed to 
AFP. “As part of this process we 

have proposed to transition away 
from the worker model for couri-
ers” in Britain, it added.

Just Eat Takeaway said its 

UK division will stop employing 
its own couriers — and instead 
will only use self-employed gig 
economy workers. — AFP
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WORLD:  TOP HEADLINES

Spain govt faces no-confidence 
vote by far-right Vox

SPANISH lawmakers on Tues-
day began debating a no-confi-
dence motion targeting Socialist 
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez 
brought by the far-right Vox par-
ty and fronted by an 89-year-old 
former communist.

The initiative, which comes 
before local and regional elec-
tions on 28 May and an end-of-
year general election, will be put 

to the vote on Wednesday.
But it has no chance of 

success, given the move is only 
likely to win support from Vox’s 
52 MPs in the 350-seat chamber.

The main right-wing opposi-
tion Popular Party (PP) has said 
it will abstain.

It is the second such motion 
against Sanchez brought by Vox, 
with a previous attempt failing in 

September 2020.
This time, the no-confidence 

move is being defended by an 
external figure who does not 
belong to the party, Ramon Ta-
mames.

Jailed for opposing the 
Franco regime, Tamames was 
a leader of the Communist Party 
during Spain’s democratic tran-
sition after the dictator’s death 
in 1975, but in the ensuing years 
this economics professor turned 
to the right.

Addressing lawmakers from 
the floor rather than from the 
speaker’s box, a visibly frail Ta-
mames justified his stance by the 
need to defend the Spanish “na-
tion” against a left-wing govern-
ment supported by Catalan and 
Basque independence groups.

Accusing the executive of 
“not respecting the division of 
powers”, he also said it was 
guilty of a “widespread misuse 
of public spending for electoral 
purposes”. — AFP

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez.  PHOTO:  POOL /MICHEL 
EULER/AFP

Japan PM vows 
continued support 
for Ukraine in 
unannounced visit
JAPANESE Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida made an unan-
nounced visit to Ukraine’s cap-
ital Kyiv on Tuesday ahead of a 
Group of Seven summit he will 
host in May, vowing as he stood 
alongside President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy to keep supporting 
the country in its struggle 
against Russia’s invasion.

After meeting with Zelen-
skyy, Kishida said at a joint 
press conference that he in-
vited the president to partici-
pate online in the G-7 summit 
in Hiroshima, while promising 
to supply $30 million worth of 

nonlethal equipment to Ukraine 
through a NATO fund.

With Japan holding this 
year’s G-7 presidency, Kishida 
had been the sole G-7 leader 
yet to visit Ukraine after Rus-
sia launched the attack on its 
neighbour in February 2022. US 
President Joe Biden travelled 
to Kyiv last month in advance 
of the first anniversary of the 
invasion.

Kishida’s visit to Ukraine 
came as Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, who began a three-day 
trip to Russia on Monday, met 
with Putin. — Kyodo

Ukraine’s Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister of Ukraine Emine 
Dzhaparova (second left) welcoming Japan’s PM Fumio Kishida 
(second right) to Kyiv on 21 March 2023.  PHOTO: AFP

West Bank settlers win Israel 
parliament vote
ISRAEL’S settler movement 
celebrated Tuesday after par-
liament annulled part of a law 
banning them from living in are-
as of the occupied West Bank the 
government evacuated in 2005.

That year the government 
of Ariel Sharon oversaw a uni-
lateral withdrawal by Israel from 
the Gaza Strip, and the removal 
of Jewish settlers from the Pal-
estinian enclave and four set-

tlements in the northern West 
Bank.

Legislation passed at the 
time barred Israelis from staying 
in those areas, but an amend-
ment approved by lawmakers 
overnight Monday-Tuesday 
permits Israelis to return to the 
West Bank settlement sites near 
the city of Nablus.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu returned to power 

in December at the helm of one 
of the most right-wing adminis-
trations in the country’s history.

He vowed to expand settle-
ments across the West Bank. 

Israel distinguishes between 
wildcat outposts, built without its 
permission, and state-approved 
settlements which are home to 
an estimated 475,000 Israelis.

All settlements in occupied 
territory are deemed illegal un-
der international law.

The parliamentary vote no-
tably paves the way for Israeli 
authorities to formally allow set-
tlers to return to Homesh, the 
only one of the four sites whose 
residents were forcibly removed 
before their homes were demol-
ished. Israel’s ally Washington 
said the move was “provocative” 
and in violation of promises to 
the US. “The United States is ex-
tremely troubled that the Israeli 
Knesset has passed legislation 
rescinding important parts of the 
2005 disengagement law,” State 
Department spokesman Vedant 
Patel told reporters. — AFP

Israeli soldiers forcibly evict residents of the Jewish settlement of 
Homesh in 2005, one of four settlements evacuated alongide Israel’s 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip.   PHOTO:  YASUYOSHI CHIBA/AFP/
FILE

Greece election to be held in May under 
shadow of rail disaster

GREECE’S elections will be held in May, Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis announced on Tuesday, three weeks after the country’s 
deadliest rail disaster sparked protests and piled pressure on his 
conservative government.

Mitsotakis’ term officially ends in July, ahead of which a second 
ballot may be needed if the first vote fails to produce a majority 
or a multiparty coalition.

No exact date was given for the polls.
“I can tell you with certainty that the elections will be held 

in May,” the leader of the New Democracy (ND) party said in his 
first televised interview since the head-on collision between two 
trains on 28 February.

“A second election may be necessary. It is very likely.”
In power since 2019, Mitsotakis’ administration has seen its 

popularity tank since the February train crash killed 57 people and 
brought tens of thousands of Greeks onto the streets, furious over 
the country’s dilapidated infrastructure and perceived government 
mismanagement of the crisis. — AFP
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The Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
State Administration Council:

Twelve Objectives
1. Political affairs
(a)	To build a Union based on democracy and federalism, 

through a disciplined and genuine multiparty democratic 
system that is fair and just.

(b)	To prioritize the achievement of enduring peace for 
the entire nation in line with the Nationwide Ceasefire 
Agreement (NCA).

(c)	To continue implementing the principle of peaceful 
co-existence among countries through an independent, 
active, and non-aligned foreign policy.

(d)	To ensure peace, stability, rule of law, and the safe and 
smooth functioning of transport networks across the 
Union.

2. Economic affairs
(a)	To enhance development based on agriculture and 

livestock using modern production techniques and to 
strengthen all-round development in other sectors of 
the economy.

(b)	To develop a stable market economy and promote inter-
national investment in order to enhance the economic 
development of the entire National people.

(c)	To assure support for the sustainability of Micro-, Small- 
and Medium-Sized Enterprises (MSMEs) that prioritize 
import substitution, export production, and the use of 
domestically produced raw materials, in order to in-
crease domestic production and generate employment 
opportunities.

(d)	To advance the socioeconomic life of the people, in order 
to ensure the country’s prosperity and food security.

3. Social affairs
(a)	To ensure a strong and dynamic Union spirit, the genuine 

spirit of patriotism.
(b)	To respect and promote the customs and traditions of 

all National people and preserve and safeguard their 
faiths, beliefs, culture, and characteristics of patriotic 
nationalism.

(c)	To strengthen basic health care in order to achieve 
the emergence of a health system that enhances the 
longevity and health of the entire nation.

(d)	To comprehensively promote the education sector to 
make it capable of producing the human resources nec-
essary for building a modern, developed, and progressive 
democratic nation.

Former World Cup winner Mesut Ozil retires

WORLD Cup winner Mesut 
Ozil announced his retirement 
from football on Wednesday af-
ter an illustrious international 
career with Germany and club 
spells with Real Madrid and 
Arsenal.

The 34-year-old helped 
Germany to glory in Brazil in 
2014 but bitterly quit the inter-
national scene after the Ger-
mans crashed out of the 2018 
tournament in Russia.

“After thoughtful consid-
eration, I’m announcing my 
immediate retirement from 
professional football,” the at-
tacking midfielder said.

“I’ve had the privilege to 
be an international footballer 
for almost 17 years now and I 
feel incredibly thankful for the 
opportunity.

“But in recent weeks and 

Attacking midfielder Mesut Ozil led Germany to 2014 World Cup glory 
during his illustrious career.  PHOTO: AFP

Southgate challenges 
England to take ‘next step’ 
towards Euro 2024 glory

ENGLAND’S quest to win a 
first major tournament since 
1966 starts afresh on Thursday 
as the Three Lions’ Euro 2024 
qualifying campaign begins 
with a testing trip to champi-
ons Italy.

After taking time to consid-
er his future following a World 
Cup quarter-final exit to France 
in December, Gareth Southgate 
will remain in charge as Eng-
land boss for a fourth attempt 
at glory.

Southgate has overseen a 
transformation of his country’s 
fortunes on the international 
stage.

But after reaching a quar-
ter-final, semi-final and final in 

their last three major tourna-
ments, anything less than end-
ing a 58-year trophy drought in 
Germany next year will be seen 
as a disappointment.

Southgate might have 
sounded a warning this week 
about the declining number of 
England-qualified players play-
ing regularly in the Premier 
League, but he admitted that is 
a worry for the long term given 
the array of talent available to 
him currently.

Arsenal winger Bukayo 
Saka and Borussia Dortmund 
midfielder Jude Bellingham 
proved themselves to be two 
of the brightest young talents 
in world football in Qatar.—AFP

Myanmar women’s team draw in final 
warm-up match for Olympics
THE Myanmar women’s nation-
al team, which will compete in 
the first phase of the Asian Zone 
qualifiers for the 2024 Olympic 
women’s football tournament, 
is currently in China for the 
pre-tournament training pro-
gramme. 

They are training in Kun-
ming, and as the last friendly 

match, they played against 
Changchun FC yesterday, and 
the result was a goalless draw.

Changchang FC, which 
competed against the Myanmar 
national women’s team, won the 
2022 Chinese Women’s Champi-
onship and is ranked 3rd in this 
year’s Chinese Super League 
(Women).

Changchang FC is a strong 
team that has recruited three 
foreign players and is training 
with 35 talented players in Kun-
ming.

The Myanmar women’s na-
tional team will return to Myan-
mar from China on 24 March and 
continue training for the Olympic 
qualifiers. — KZL 

A Myanmar team player (red) tries to pass the Changchun FC team player during their friendly match played in 
Kunming, China on 22 March 2023.  PHOTO: MFF

months, having also suffered 
some injuries, it’s become 
more and more clear that it’s 
time to leave the big stage of 
football.”

Ozil, born in the German 

city of Gelsenkirchen but of 
Turkish descent, played on 
some of football’s biggest stag-
es but also became embroiled 
in international politics and 
accusations of racism. — AFP
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